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Amendment s 10 Ihe Claims: 
This listing ofclaims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the appliCiUion: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of providing access lo 
informalion stored in diverse formats, the mclhod comprising: 

receiving from an application a semantic rcquesl having a request name that semantically 
identifies a tyj^e of informalion sought by the request; 

convening the received seniaiUic request to a generic request having corresponding 
reqtiest parameters: 

initiatina a creation of an obje ct for receiving and co nvertinti the semantic reciucsl; 
openint^ o database connection wi thin a data access system corrcspondint' ipJhjLseij^^ 

rgaVL'rj^jiig^ Rt^^^^ ^^^^ semantic request, if a database 

connection has not previously been oj^cned; 

transmitting the converted request to the a datii access system; 

rcccivitig data from the data access system corresponding to the converted reciucsl; and 
providing the data lo the application. 

2. (Original) The compiiter-imptcmented method of cUum 1, further comprising 
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typecasting the datii received from the data access syslcm before providing the data lo ihe 
application. 

3. (Original) The computer-implemented method ofclaim 1 , wherein the semantic 
request comprises a uniform resource idenlincr. 

4. (Canceled). 

5. (Currently Amended) The computer-imptemenied mciliod ofclaim 4. wherein the 
object is a group object configured to access information about groups of <>f entities. 

6. (Original) The eompuler-implemcntcd method of claim 4, wherein the created 
object requests the properties of a resource corresponding to the converted request, 

7. (Original) The computer-implemented method ofclaim 1, wherein the converted 
request comprises paraiTieiers corresponding to, but not present in, the semantic request. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computcr-itnplementcd method of establishing an object 
for simplifying data access, the method comprising: 

r eceiving klent Hyin g a. generic data access command for eommunicattng with a data 
access system: 
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creating a semantic data access command that corresponds lo the generic diiia access 
command; and 

providing a scnranlic object conllgufcd to receive the siemanlic data access command 
from an application, and provide a corresponding generic data access command to a data access 
system. 

9. (Original) The computer-implemented inethod of claim 8, wherein the semantic 
data access command comprises a uniform resource identifier. 

1 0. (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein the semantic 
object is conijgured lo open a database conncciion corresponding lo the semantic data access 
command and requciit properties oi'data corrcsix>nding to the semantic data access command, if 
a datahase connection has not previously been opened. 

1 1 . (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 8. wherein the generic 
data access command comprises parameters corresponding to, but not present in, the semaniic 
data access command. 

12-17. (Canceled). 

1 8. (Original) The system ofclaim 1 2, further comprising a portal that provides 
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access to the user applications. 

19. (Currently AiucuJcd) An article comprising i\ langiMc machine-readable mccUuin 
storing instructions opcnsbic to cause one or more machines to perform operations comprising: 

receiving from an application a semantic request having a request name that scmanlically 
i(lcntitlci> a type of information sought by the request; 

converting the received semantic request to a generic request having corresponding 
request parameters; 

init iatintt a creation of an obiccl for receivina.aiKl converting the semantic requ est; 
oncnin u a d ataba se conned ion within a data access system corres ponding to the sema ntic 
rallies t : 

rgguesiing properties of datii conespondinj; to t he semantic rcougst. if a database 
connection hns not previously been opened; 

transmitting the converted request to the a data access system; 

receiving data from the data access sysienj corresponding to the converted request; and 
providing the data lo the application: 

20. (Original) The article of claim 19, further comprish^g instructions operable to 
cause one or more machines to typecast the data received from the data access system before 
providing the data to the application. 
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21 . (Original) The article of claim 1 9, wherein ihc semantic request, comprises a 
unirorm resource idcnlificr. 

22. (Oincclcd). 

23. (Currently An^endcd) The article of claim 22, wherein the object is a group object 
configured to access information about groups of of entities. 

24. (Orii-inal) The arriclc oFclaim 22, wherein the created object requests the 
properties of a resource corresponding to the convened request, 

25. (Original) The aiticic of claim 1 9, wherein the converted request comprises 
parameters corresponding to, but not present in, the semantic request. 

26. (New) An article comprising a tangible machine-readable medium storing 
instructions operable lo cause one or more machines to pcrlbrm operations comprising: 

receiving a generic data access command for communicating with a data access system; 
creating a semantic data access command that corresponds to the generic data access 
commnnd; and 

providing a semtintic object configured to receive the semantic data access command 
from an application, and provide a correspoiiding generic data access command lo a data access 
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system, 

27. (New) The article of cUiim 26. wherein the semantic data accci^s command 
comprises a unifomi resource identifier. 

28. (New) The article of claim 26, wherein the scmcinl ic object is configured to open 
a database connection correspondirig lo the semantic data access command and request 
properties of data corresponding to the semantic data access command, ifa database connection 
has not previously been opened. 

29. (New) The article of claim 26, wherein the i^cncric data access command 
comprises paranictcrs corresponding to. bat not present in. the semantic data access command 
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